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This hard-cover book is another multi-authored North American publication on sedation. All the basic topics, including physiology, and pharmacology, are covered and each chapter is extensively referenced. Paediatric practice is given three separate sections. The increasing need for sedation outside the operating room in areas such as radiology, cardiology and the emergency room is recognized. The role of specific guidelines is discussed and quality assurance and safety issues underlined. At the beginning of the book there is comprehensive information comparing sedation to sleep. The equipment used for monitoring is described in detail and different methods for assessing sedation depth are discussed.
In contrast to Australian practice, this volume appears to be primarily aimed at non-anaesthetists, stating that nurse practitioners are usually responsible for administering the medication. The chapters detailing physiology, pharmacology and monitoring are more comprehensive in other texts. Agents not commonly used locally such as chloral hydrate are given prominence, as are intravenous agents, including propofol. There is inevitably some repetition between chapters.
Therefore this book has limited relevance to Australian and New Zealand practice, especially as clear guidelines are now available from our own College. However the section of trauma anaesthesia is very short, the surgical descriptions are minimal, and there is very scant mention of intensive care. In essence this book is focussed on trauma organization and its reception and early management in the emergency department of a trauma receiving hospital.
It provides an excellent understanding of an efficient system and would be useful for residents, registrars and Emergency Physicians. This book would likely have much less relevance to intensive care or anaesthesia trainees and clinicians. This new book aims to provide a comprehensive but easy to follow training manual for advanced interventional treatment of chronic pain.
The first three chapters offer succinct descriptions of the physics, equipment and safety issues involved with radiographic imaging. The following two chapters discuss up-to-date pharmacology of relevant drugs and principles of cryoneurolysis and radiofrequency lesioning.
Thereafter each chapter takes us through a stepby-step guide to individual nerve blocks or associated techniques. It covers 38 techniques that are amenable
